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j 1 Claims Nos.: 

because they relate to parts of the international application that do not comply with the prescribed requirements to such 
an extent that no meaningful international search can be carried out, specifically: 



3. \~\ Claims Nos.: 

because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a) 
Box No. m Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of item 3 of first sheet) 

This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows: 

See Supplemental Sheet 



1 j~ 1 As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers all 
searchable claims. 

2. |x I ^ s a ^ searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying an additional fee, this Authority did not invite 
payment of any additional fee. 

3 r™| As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report 
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Continuation of Box No ID: 

The international application does not comply with the requirements of unity of invention because it does not relate to - 
one invention or to a group of inventions so linked as to form a single general inventive concept. In coming to mis 
conclusion the International Searching Authority has found that there are different inventions as follows: 

1. Claims 1 to 5 are directed to an as-manufactured multi-wall sack. The sack comprises a polymeric inner pouch 
and a paper-based outer bag. The sack has a top end that (a) is open in the as-manufactured form of the sack 
so that the sack can be filled with product via the open end and (b) is formed so that it can be closed to form a 
top block end The sack comprises pressure adhesive that connects together the inner pouch and the outer bag 
at the open end of the sack. It is considered that the features of the sack and in particular the use of pressure 
adhesive that connects together the inner pouch and the outer bag at the top end of the sack comprises a first 
"special technical feature". 

2. Claim 6 is also directed to an as-manufactured multi-wall sack. The sack comprises a polymeric inner pouch . 
and a paper-based outer bag. The sack has a top end that (a) is open in the as-manufactured form of the sack 

so that the sack can be filled with product via the open end and (b) is formed so that it can be closed to form a — j 
top block end. The sack comprises heat-activated adhesive on sections of the outer bag that adhere to other . 
sections of the outer bag as part of the sequence of steps to close the outer bag. It is considered that the 
features of the sack and in particular the use of heat-activated adhesive on sections of the outer bag that adhere 
to other sections of the outer bag comprises a second "special technical feature". 

Claims 7 to 12 are appended to either independent claim 1 or independent claim 6 and hence can be 
characterised by the first or second special technical features outlined above. 

These groups are not so linked as to form a single general inventive concept, that is, they do not have any common 
inventive features, which define a contribution over the prior art. The common concept linking together these groups 
6f claims is a sack that comprises a polymeric inner pouch and a paper-based outer bag. The sack has a top end that * 
(a) is open in the as-rnanufactured form of the sack so that the sack can be filled with product via the open end and (b) 
is formed so that it can be closed to form a top block end. However this concept is not novel in the light of the prior 
art dqcuments cited in this report such as AU 46945/97 (729303) B2 (AMCOR PACKAGING (AUSTRALIA) PTY 
LTD) which discloses a sack with a closed block top end. Therefore these claims lack unity a posteriori. 
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